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common form to print English carelessly and to make a mess 
of English designations. Many a Frenchman, for instance, 
writes " Sir Jones " with his eyes open, knowing that he is l

incorrect, but conniving, as it were, at popular error. But 

after discounting this tendency we are faced by the un- 1

pleasant suspicion that English science and the English 
language are still regarded as barbarous and negligible by
the average Frenchman of scientific culture. :

EPIDEMIC CEREBRO-SPINAL FEVER.

, CASES of epidemic cerebro-spinal fever continue to be 

-reported from many parts of the country. The first occur- n

Tence of the disease in the city of Nottingham was announced
a few days ago. The patient, who is a boy aged eight years,
is said not to have been out of Nottingham for some time
and the origin of the infection is unknown. Other cases 

have presented themselves at Manchester, at Wrexham, and .
at Pilsley in Derbyshire. In Scotland during the week ended 
May llth there were 18 deaths from this cause registered in s
Glasgow, six in Edinburgh, four in Leith, two in Paisley, 

o

and one in Dundee. In Glasgow the weekly report issued on i
May 10th showed that there were at that time 127 cases 
under treatment. Cases have also occurred at Perth, at 
Elgin, at Paisley, at Port Glasgow, and at various villages r
and small towns in the counties of Dumbarton, Fife, Forfar, 

c
and Stirling. In Belfast there has now been a total of 398 i
.cases with 279 deaths. 

THE PASTEUR INSTITUTE OF INDIA.

WE have received the sixth annual report of the Director n

of the Pasteur Institute at Kasauli dealing with its work b

between August, 1905, and August, 1906. Its scope has n

increased wonderfully and during this period 1145 persons e

have been treated and 117 other cases investigated but not o

treated, as satisfactory evidence was forthcoming to show I
that the animals which had bitten them were not rabid. 
The director insists on the importance of securing the biting o

animal alive in every possible case and of observing it for ten a

days, which period covers the time during which it may be 
virulent ; if no sign of rabies appears within this limit the d

person bitten is in no danger and needs no treatment ; the a

examination of the brains of dead animals has only a very c

limited negative value. The systematic slanderers of f

experiments on animals, whose predecessors attempted to 1

cast such obloquy on Pasteur during the last century, may r

be well answered by a single extract from this report. o

"The increase in the number of patients is undoubtedly t

due to the wider diffusion of knowledge of the treatment and u

to appreciation of its results." These results are sufficiently c

striking ; statistics are very variable as to the mortality t

attendant on bites by rabid animals, but 15 per cent. t
is almost certainly a low estimate amongst untreated t

patients. At the Institute of India during the last five r

years amongst patients there treated who had been bitten t

by animals definitely proved to have been rabid (either a

experimentally or by the development of the malady in i
othsr animals bitten by them) the mortality was nil for 415
Europeans and 0’ 97 per cent. for 409 Indians. Amongst l

those bitten by animals certified by a veterinary surgeon or
medical officer to have been rabid there were 245 Europeans,
of whom none died, and 213 natives, of whom 0’ 93 per -.

cent. died ; and of those bitten by animals only suspected 
of rabies 0-13 per cent. of 721 Europeans and 1.3 per 
cent. of 1758 Indians died. This can only be called a 

triumph of applied experimental science, the more i
especially as many of the patients treated were bitten 

by wolves and jackals, animals in which the viru- 
lence of the disease is frequently exalted. The compilers
-of the excellent report from which these figures are

quoted insist strongly, however, on the urgent necessity
of corporate preventive measures to control the scourge in
India, and appeal to private persons to exercise more

restraints on animals that have been bitten. It is obvious
that much might be done in this way, even though a

muzzling order could scarcely be applied to any purpose in
a land full of wild animals. The report points out that this
institute will this year become the Pasteur Institute of Upper
India only as a similar institute is to be established at

Conoor. Further extension is needed at Kasauli, however,
and an appeal is made to wealthy Indians to provide
increased accommodation, especially for the lodging ot
native patients. 

-

THE TREATMENT OF GONORRH&OElig;A.

THE S’cottish Medical and Surgical Journal for May.
contains a useful paper on the treatment of gonorrhoea by
irrigation from the pen of Dr. J. S. Purdy who has made
some interesting experiments in order to demonstrate that

ordinary urethral injections do not penetrate beyond the
membranous urethra. With a four-drachm glass syringe he
injected into the urethra of a cadaver a solution of methylene
blue. He found that staining occurred as far as the ter-
mination of the membranous portion but no further. On

using the douche tin an elevation of 22 feet was suffi-
cient to stain the prostatic urethra and of 3 feet for
intravesical irrigation. On the living subject an eleva-
tion of not less than 5-2L feet was necessary to reach
the bladder without a catheter. For intravesical irrigation
it is better to use a catheter. Although the resistance

may be overcome by using a column of water sufficiently
high, it is not always advisable to do so, especially in
nervous patients. Dr. Purdy has previously published his
experience in the treatment of gonorrhoea with the new
organic compound of silver, protargol, at the London Lock
Hospital.l This body has the advantage of being non-
irritating even in strong solutions. After first washing
out the urethra he injects four times daily a 5 per cent.
solution, which the patient holds in the urethra for at

least five minutes. In from four to 10 days all obvious

discharge ceases. On the cessation of the discharge he uses
a weak astringent injection, a solution of sulphate of zinc,
one grain to the ounce, which is held in the urethra

for half a minute. In some cases cure is completed within
14 days. In posterior urethritis Dr. Purdy has obtained good
results from deep instillations of silver nitrate and in some
obstinate cases finds this method necessary but he considers
that no method gives such uniformly satisfactory results as
urethral and intravesical irrigation. He uses a double-

channel nozzle made of celluloid or metal, consisting of two
tubes concentrically arranged so as to allow the fluid to flow
through the inner and to return by the outer. An ordinary
burette clip serves to control the stream. Dr. Purdy’s expe-
rience of the urethroscope is not fortunate. In some cases

the disease was even aggravated by its use. Much practice
and skilful manipulation are required in order to use this
instrument with benefit. 

___

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-
MENT OF SCIENCE.

TiiE British Association has now reached the age of
77 years and its comprehensive objects must be well

known to our readers ; in the words of its constitution

they are: "To give a stronger impulse and a more

systematic direction to scientific inquiry ; to promote the
intercourse of those who cultivate science in different

parts of the British Empire with one another and with

foreign philosophers ; to obtain more general attention for

1 THE LANCET, Dec. 19th, 1903, p. 1716.


